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She	 continues	 to	 touch	 and	
educate	 students,	 even	 after	
she’s	gone.
Starting	 Feb.	 11,	 a	 book	
detailing	 the	 last	 two	 years	 of	
Dordt	education	professor	Cel-
la	 Bosma’s	 life	 will	 be	 avail-
able	in	the	bookstore.
The	book,	called	Wow! What 






her	 struggle	with	 cancer	 from	
her	 diagnosis	 in	 January	 2007	
until	her	death	in	March	2009.	
Most	are	written	by	Bosma	her-
self,	with	 a	 few	 sections	 from	
her	daughters.
“It’s	 a	 very	 moving	 story,”	




edited	 by	 Bosma’s	 uncle	 and	
former	 Dordt	 English	 profes-
sor,	Mike	VandenBosch.		
“I	heard	from	her	family	that	










“One	 of	 the	 goals	 was	 to	
get	 a	 chronological	 picture	 of	
what	 it’s	 like	with	 breast	 can-
cer,”	VandenBosch	said.		“It’s	a	
battle	from	the	first	moments.”
The	book	 is	 also	 a	way	 for	
her	 family	 to	 remember	 all	
the	good	 times	 they	had,	even	
while	 the	 battle	 was	 being	
fought,	VandenBosch	said.		Yet	






Bosma’s	 outlook	 on	 life	
throughout	her	disease	is	an	in-
spiration	to	readers.
“She	 was	 a	 unique	 charac-
ter,”	VandenBosch	 said.	 	 “Her	





much	 upbeat.	 	 She	 loved	 life;	
it’s	a	testimony	to	her	faith.”
The	 effects	 Bosma’s	 testi-
mony	were	
e v i d e n t	
t h r o u g h	
the	 num-
ber	of	sup-














VandenBosch	 said.	 “But	 it	
would	 have	 been	 273	 pages,	



















B o s c h	
said.















Bosma still reaching, inspiring her students



















The	 baseball	 team	 got	 some	
professional	help.
On	Feb.	10,	Terry	Steinbach,	
former	 major	 league	 catcher,	
joined	 the	 team	 at	 practice	 to	
help	 with	 hitting	 and	 share	 his	
experiences.
Steinbach,	 who	 resides	 in	
Corcoran,	 a	 Minneapolis	 sub-
urb,	is	a	friend	of	Travis	Dekkers'	
family	-	Travis'	dad,	Wayne,	and	
Steinbach	 have	 been	 hunting	
buddies	since	the	1980s.
“I	came	here	to	hunt,	and	this	
correlates	 with	 hunting	 season.	
It’s	a	win-win,”	Steinbach	said.
His	 trip	 might	 mean	 more	
wins	for	the	baseball	team.
“He	has	 a	 lot	 to	 say,	 and	he	




Steinbach	 gave	 advice	 to	















league	 at-bat.	 Two	 years	 later,	





in	 ’88,	 and	was	 chosen	 to	 play	





Steinbach	 says	 he’s	 not	 the	
kind	 of	 player	 that	 everybody	
recognizes,	 the	 guy	 who	 gets	
swamped	 with	 fans	 every	 time	
he	leaves	the	house.



















admitting	 you’re	 not	 good	 at	
something,	or	that	others	can	do	
it	better,”	he	said.
He	 reminds	 the	 team	 that	
baseball	is	often	a	game	of	disap-
pointment.	
“Remember,	 baseball	 is	 the	







down	 the	 game,	 as	 a	 catcher	
and	 as	 a	 hitter,”	 said	Ben	 Fife.	
“Though	he	was	a	major	leaguer,	
it’s	 still	 the	 same	 game.	 	 Now	






In	 fact,	 since	 his	 retirement,	
he's	 been	 going	 back	 to	 spring	
training	with	 the	Twins,	 to	help	





Terry Steinbach, formerly of the Oakland A’s and Minnesota Twins, came to Dordt to share his experi-
ences in Major League Baseball with the Defender baseball team.       Photo by Jamin Ver Velde.
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Micheal Ten Haken, marketing and public relations co-
ordinator, presented Symposium with an idea to change the 
current Dordt College catalog to an online-only format.  
Fewer students are using the printed catalogs offered at 
registration, and the cost is outweighing the demand.  
Moving to an online version would save time and money, 
and make the catalogue more accessible.  
The new format would be different than the PDF files 
currently available.  
This idea is in the elementary stages of discussion, and 
student input is desired.  
Symposium presented Ten Haken students’ ideas on the 
subject:
• The online catalogue should have more functional  
 search capabilities.
• Active catalogues from at least four years must be  
 available.
• Catalogues could be printed on demand, available  
 in hard copy through advisors or purchased at the  
 bookstore.
• Catalogue could be combined with the registration  
 options on DENIS.
***
A discussion about the U.S. health system and the cur-
rent bill is scheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 23 from 7 - 9 p.m. 
in S101. 
Presentations will be followed by a discussion panel that 
will address questions from the audience. 
The panel is made up of Jacob Bossman, Senator Chuck 
Grassley’s spokesman; Dr. Nick DeVries, M.D. from Or-
ange City; Barbara Stolle, a nursing professor from St. 
Luke’s College, and Dordt’s very own Roger Henderson, 
philosophy professor.
Some questions that will be addressed are: 
What key changes does the Healthcare bill focus on to 
make the current system different, or to correct specific 
problems of the current system? 
Does Senator Grassley agree with President Obama that 
the American healthcare system is in crisis? If so, what al-
ternatives does he suggest?
SYMPOSIUM UPDATE
The Canadian flag in front 
of the Commons has recently 
been stolen ... again. 
The cable that holds up 
the flag was cut, allowing the 
Maple Leaf flag to be lowered 
and taken.
This was the third time 
the  flag has been swiped this 
school year.
That number is not unusual.
“We average about four a 
year…every year,” said Doug 
Vanden Hull, Dordt mainte-
nance worker. 
Putting up a new flag takes 
more work than people might 
think, Vanden Hull said.
“We have to get the city out 
here with a basket truck to re-
string the cable up on the pul-
ley on the top of the pole.”
Although Dordt hasn’t been 
charged by the city to use their 
basket truck, there are other fi-
nancial concerns.
 A new cable cost between 
$20 to $30, while a new Ca-
n a d i a n 
flag is 





cording to Dordt maintenance 
worker Paul Kroeze, the 
weather might play a factor in 
putting up a new flag.
“Right now it’s kind of im-
possible [to put a new flag up] 
because the padlock is ten feet 
under the snow,” Kroeze said.
Dave DeWit
Staff Writer
Compiled by Ashlee Stallinga, Editor
But while the snow hinders 
the workers, it aids the prank-
sters.
Kroeze suspects that the 
snow banks may have made the 
flag easier to steal, since climb-
ing on the snow would bring 








for Dordt Maintenance, he 
said that nobody has ever been 
caught stealing the Canadian 
flag, even though it’s been sto-
len so many times.
“We’ve seen them run, but 
we’ve never caught them,” he 
said.
Maple leaf missing
History professor Keith 
Sewell has been appointed 
as one of three ARIHE (As-
sociation of Reformed Insti-
tutions of Higher Education) 
lecturers for 2010-2012. 
“I was pleased, as it’s an 
honor for Dordt College and 
for me,” Sewell said. 
But there’s more to the 
position than receiving an 
honor.
As a lecturer, Sewell will 
be invited to address ARIHE 
institutions over the next two 
years.
“I wondered how much 
more work I had to do,” he 
said, “although I’m not afraid 
of that. I am actually looking 
forward to it.”
Sewell will be 
presenting mate-
rial developed 
for a book he 




He will also 
present infor-
mation from 
lectures he delivered last 
summer in Europe, a trip 
supported by Dordt’s An-
dreas Center. 
 “[The focus of the lec-
tures will be on] how Abra-
ham Kuyper’s perspectives 
on Christianity relates to the 
evangelical Christianity,” 
said Sewell. “And they will 
explore the history of two 
Hani Yang
Staff Writer
Sewell to travel, teach
different understandings 
of Christianity and how 
they related to each other.” 
Sewell started writing 
“Evangelical or Refor-
mational” when he real-
ized that history had to 
be explored before mis-
understandings between 
Reformed and Evangelical 
Christians could be ad-
dressed. 
“It would contain a se-
ries of stories from history 
of Christianity,” he added.
Sewell has not yet re-
ceived definite travelling 
plans for his lecture series.
“It’s an honor 
for Dordt College 
and for me.”
 -Keith Sewell
“We’ve seen them run, but 
we’ve never caught them.”
         -Doug Vanden Hull
Canadian flag stolen for the third time this year
you!Awaits
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Textbooks bought and sold, new & 
used, online buybacks. 
Buy, sell, rent at cheapbooks.com.
260-399-6111 
Español  212-380-1763, 
urdu/hindi/punjabi/ 713-429-4981
see site for other support lines.
While ten feet of snow keeps maintenance from being able to put up a new flag, they fear that it 
may only aid more thieves. Photo by Kelly Cooke
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The Community Develop-
ment Assistants (CDA) are 
funding meals and parties to 
encourage relationships be-
tween upperclassmen and un-
derclassmen.
“Mentoring Meals,” (when 
upperclassmen cook for under-
classmen) started last year, but 
only a few rooms participated.
“There were maybe 12 peo-
ple who did the mentoring meal 
program last year,” said Linsay 
Vladimirov, Dordt College’s 
campus ministries coordinator. 
“We’re still in the developing 
stages.”
Nick Sohre, CDA, says that 
the purpose of these meals is 
to “connect the two halves of 
campus.”
“The ultimate goal is to have 
mentoring relationships be-
tween upperclassmen and un-
derclassmen,” Sohre said, “We 
help the rooms out as much as 
we can with the cost in order 
to get underclassmen into their 
rooms so they can get to know 
each other.”
The four CDA’s—Sohre, 
Amanda Stout, Nathan Gorter, 
and Justin Carruthers—also 
decided to support any parties 
thrown by upperclassmen, as 
long as freshmen and sopho-
mores are welcome.
Senior Amanda Stout said 
that these parties are a way to 
let juniors and seniors do what 
Resident Assistants might have 
done in the past.
“The four of us [CDA’s] 
can’t really plan social events 
for all the buildings,” Stout 
said, “but we know that good 
stuff is already happening. We 
just want to let people know 
that we’re supporting that.”
Stuff is indeed already hap-
pening.  The CDAs sponsored 
a campus-wide party held in 
East Campus apartment B5, 
and __ upperclassmen have al-
ready signed up to host meals 
in their apartments.
Gorter hopes that these pro-
grams will be the start of continu-
ing relationships between classes.
“The goal [of these pro-
grams] is to push upperclass-
men in the right direction so 
their relationships [with under-
classmen] will continue after 
these programs are finished,” 
Gorter said.
Vladimirov has hopes that 
these programs will grow in 
popularity in the coming years.
“In the future, we’re hop-
ing to have 70 to 80 percent of 
our [upperclassmen] students 
involved in some sort of inten-
tional interaction with under-
classmen,” she said.
Upperclassmen can sign up 
to host meals and parties on 





 The smell of Chai tea mixed 
with the nervous tension in the 
air as musical artists took the 
stage one by one to perform 
at Dordt College’s Open Mic 
night in the Humble Bean on 
Jan. 2. 
“It’s always nerve racking 
to do open Mic night,” Humble 
Bean Manager Matt Kunnari 
said. 
Despite the nerves, the over-
all atmosphere of Open Mic 
night is relaxed.
“We do Open Mic night to 
give people a chance to share 
their talents and just come 
hang out and see what others 
can do,” Kunnari said.
Andrew Abels took that 
chance, singing and play-
ing guitar for two songs he 
wrote: “Please” and “Welcome 
Home.”
“They (songs) went pretty 
well. There weren’t many peo-
ple there, but other than that it 
was pretty fun,” said sopho-
more Andrew Abels.
The attendance for the Open 
Mic night was about 25 people 
in total.  
“I really like doing the ‘Wel-
come Home’ song. It was the 
first time I performed that for 
anybody other than my girl-
friend,” said Abels.  “It’s a 
good way to express myself 
and to loosen up with all the 
homework and stuff. It’s how I 
relax.” 
Victoria Johnston was a last 
minute entry who sang “Cour-
age Is” by Strange Familiar.
“It was interesting. I would 
do it again. It was one of the 
only songs I have memorized 
and it’s one of my favorites,” 
said Johnston. 
“A lot of students who par-
ticipate in Open Mic don’t have 
any other opportunities do that. 
It’s pretty laid back so there is 
no pressure,” said Kunnari.
The next event for the 
Humble Bean will be a Winter 
Olympics Opening Ceremo-
nies Party next Friday, Feb. 12, 
starting at 8 p.m.  
Adam McDonald
Staff Writer
Humble Bean hosts Open Mic night
As far as retention goes, 
Registrar Jim Bos says that this 
year has been “boringly nor-
mal.” And that’s a good thing. 
Last year, the number of 
freshman who returned for 
their spring semester—353 
out of 405—was significantly 
lower than average because of 
the shaky economic situation. 
However, this year’s percent-
age is on the rise: 322 out of 
365 freshmen have returned for 
their spring semester.
Bos notes that the institu-
tion tracks the enrollment of 
freshmen because the freshman 
class is the most unstable class. 
In other words, student who 
are going to leave typically do 
so during their freshman year. 
Thus, faculty breaks down the 
numbers into categories in or-
der to pinpoint certain trends 
that may be affecting this rate. 
While trying to discern pat-
terns in retention rates, the 
Registrar’s office looks at 
six different categories: gen-
der, distance from home, high 
school, housing, academic pro-
file, and activity grants. Many 
of these category breakdowns 
show that, although the per-
centages have fluctuated great-
ly over the past several years, 
the rates are, for the most part, 
near the average this year.
However, there are a few 
categories which have made 
surprising shifts.
For instance, Bos says that 
they typically split the distance 
categories into three groups: 
students from Iowa, students 
within two states of Iowa, and 
all other students. Past results 
have shown that students who 
live far from Dordt return at a 
significantly lower rate than 
do those from closer states. 
Yet this year, the rate is quite 
close to the average, showing a 
promising improvement. 
Another surprising trend 
that this year’s rates have 
shown involves housing. Typi-
cally, the percentage of return-
ing residents from West, North, 
East, and Covenant has been 
near the average. Covenant 
Hall has normally been near 
or below the average, whereas 
North Hall’s rates have always 
been on or above the average—
never below. 
This fact may give students 
some insight into the new resi-
dence hall situation. Because 
retention rates are consistently 
higher for men living in a build-
ing with only men, perhaps the 
new setup of having two all-
male and two all-female dorms 
will be beneficial for overall 
retention. Thus, there may have 
been more logic behind new 
dorm arrangement than most 
students realized.
A common statistic that is 
used to compare across the 
years is fall to fall retention, or 
the rate of freshmen who return 
for the fall of their sophomore 
year. Over the past several 
years, Dordt’s highest fall to 
fall rate has been 84 percent. 
Last year’s rate, however, was 
75 percent. 
According to Bos, Dordt 
would like to get that percent-
age up to 78 or 80 percent for 
this year’s freshman class. If 
the trends of this year so far 
have been any indication, im-




Retention rates return to normal,















































This month’s first Monday 
has come and gone without a 
speaker. 
Lauren F. Winner was un-
able to make her flight when 
snow in Durham, North Caro-
lina shut down the roads. In-
stead, she will be rescheduled 
in the 2010-11 speaker series.
However, the first Monday 
series will continue again in 
March, weather permitting. 
The History department will 
be hosting Dean Kolden-
hoven, former mayor of Palos 
Heights, Illinois. 
In his time as mayor, 
Koldenhoven defended Mus-
lims’ right to worship and had 
first-hand experience bringing 
peace between Muslim and 
Christian citizens, earning him 
the John F. Kennedy Profile in 
Courage Award.
In addition to his speech 
about these experiences, 
Koldenhoven will also visit 
the History 212 class to talk 
about his experiences with 
Muslims in politics, and he 
will give a talk about respond-
ing to immigrants and cultural 
diversity that evening.




ment will bring Mark McMinn 
to speak in April. 
McMinn is a board-certified 
psychologist, former professor 
and president of the APA’s Psy-
chology of Religion Division.
He will share his views on 
integrating psychology and 
Christianity, and address re-
lationships and Christian col-
lege students during his eve-
ning lecture.  He will also visit 
the Psychology 370 class in 
addition to meeting with local 
pastors and church leaders.
More details will be avail-
able at later dates.
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How would you like your 
very own parking spot next 
to the dormitory or apartment 
building of your choice? 
This is precisely what Dordt 
has proposed to award the one 
student who comes up with the 
best name for the new apart-
ment building on campus.
Dordt’s Res Life staff held 
a meeting last Monday night 
to discuss the details of the 
contest they are holding for all 
Dordt students. 
Res Life is encouraging 
Apron-clad and hair tied in a 
low ponytail, Laremy De Vries 
stands by the cash register, bat-
tling receipt tape while his wife 
and business partner Rebecca 
makes espresso.
The couple decided to post-
pone the grand opening of the 
Fruited Plain Café until they have 
everything running smoothly, 
but they’re staying busy.
Laremy fixes the cash regis-
ter and says, “Soup and a cheese 
Got fast reflexes? 
Interested in humiliating your 
teachers and peers? 
Enjoy hitting small plastic 
balls? 
With Dordt's first-annual 
campus-wide ping pong tourna-
ment starting this week, students 
and faculty will finally have an 
opportunity to combine all of 
those interests.
Casual ping pong match-ups 
often take place in the game 
room or North Hall.
But these are no casual 
matches. The upcoming tourna-
ment will pit anyone from Dordt, 
regardless of age or gender, in 
serious, head-to-head ping pong 
play. 
The idea of a campus-wide 
competition was conceived by 
Steven Oswald, a senior, and Mi-
chael Gorter, a sophomore. 
“I wanted to provide an op-
portunity for people to play ping 
pong in an organized setting and 
perhaps against people they're 
not used to playing,” said Gorter, 
a current North Hall ping pong 
champion.
The competition, which starts 
this week and goes to the end of 
the semester, will feature pro-
spective winners attempting to 
climb through the ranks of the 
ladder-style tournament. 
Every week, participants play 
a best-of-three match with other 
competitors. 
Near the end of the semester, 
the highest names on the ladder 
will be entered into a champi-
onship bracket in order to de-
termine who will take home the 
trophy, the $20 cash prize, and 
the illustrious title of Dordt Col-
lege Ping Pong Champion.
Already the challenge has 
provoked a trash-talking frenzy 
among the campus faculty, many 
of whom are eager to put cocky 
students and staff in their place.  
Faculty challenge students in ping pong
Adrian Hielema
Staff Writer
students to come up with an 
appropriate name for the new 
apartment building between 
Southview and the B.J. Haan. 
But that’s not all.
The contest applies to all 
housing buildings on campus. 
North, East, West, and Cov-
enant halls, as well as East 
Campus and Southview apart-
ments are all up for possible 
renaming. 
“The buildings on campus 
lack identity,” said Res Life 
staff member Bethany Schut-
tinga. 
This competition gives 
Dordt students a chance to go 
down in school history, leav-
ing their mark on this campus 
for the years to come.
 “I think it’s really good 
for the campus community,” 
said sophomore Mark Van 
Weelden. “Dordt is always 
finding ways to improve the 
community feel.”
The contest is open to many 
options, including naming in-
dividual wings of each hous-
ing building—a total of 22 
new names! 
The real desire seemed to 
be for “neighborhood names,” 
to identify areas on campus 
like the space between North, 
plate…we need to make soup 
and a cheese plate.”
He hurries off to the kitchen in 
the back. Rebecca stays up front, 
serving the customers. 
It’s near lunch time, which is 
one of their busier times of day 
although Rebecca says Satur-
days are usually slower.
A middle-aged man comes in 
asking about reservations to the 
Backroom Bistro, which is a part 
of the café that serves as an Ital-
ian restaurant on Friday and Sat-
urday nights.
“It’s booked for tonight,” Re-
becca says.
Later, Chef Giovanni Ro-
mano emerges from the kitchen. 
“What’s the exact count for to-
night?” he asks.
“Forty-two or forty-four,” 
Rebecca replies.
She says forty people can sit 
comfortably, but Giovanni likes 
the ambiance a larger crowd 
brings to the table. For him, it’s 
like serving one big family.
The restaurant is also already 
booked for the Saturday night of 
Valentine’s Day weekend.
“People have been calling since 
we were open,” Rebecca says. 
The cost of dining is between 
$12 and $16 per person.
But the Backroom Bistro is 
not the only thing attracting peo-
ple to the Fruited Plain Café.
The selection of breakfast 
and lunch foods, along with the 
variety of wine and espresso, is 
expected to bring in people of 
all ages.
“We want it to be a place 
where everyone feels comfort-
East, and West halls and the 
space between Covenant and 
the three apartment buildings.
However, Res Life is not 
fully committed to changing 
the old names of all the hous-
ing buildings. It is merely an 
option for students to place 
their suggestions on. 
“We’re not opposed to 
keeping the current names,” 
said Schuttinga.
The reward for the student 
who offers the best name or se-
ries of names will be rewarded 
with a one-year reserved park-
ing spot near the housing 
building of their choice. 
After the end of next year, 
the student will be able to 
keep their personalized park-
ing sign. 
For current seniors or those 
without a car, a second reward 
option is available: 100 dollars 
cash. 
The deadline for the contest 
is February 14, and all sug-
gestions should be emailed to 
Robert Taylor.
 Students are not limited to 
one entry into the contest, but 
Taylor suggests that all ideas 
be included in one email for 
his convenience.





Grand opening postponed, Fruited Plain still busy
Though the cafe is up and running, owners Laremy and Rebecca De Vries 
have decided to postpone the grand opening.  Photo by Kelly Cooke
Laremy’s talents also include 
creating special heart lattes 
in honor of Valentine’s Day
Photos by Kelly Cooke
able,” Rebecca says.
Friday night, the Fruited 
Plain Café is hosting a fund-
raiser for Haiti, sponsored by 
Students without Borders. 
Gone Rogue and several other 
Dordt students will 
have live perfor-
mances and there 
will be free coffee 
with a donation.
As for the grand 
opening—“It’ll be 
an indefinite date 
in the near future,” 
Rebecca says.
For updates and 
special events, be-
come a fan of the 
Fruited Plain Café 
on Facebook.
Snow.  It’s a noun: atmo-
spheric water vapor frozen 
into ice crystals and falling 
in light white flakes or ly-
ing on the ground as a white 
layer.  Example: “There’s 
snow everywhere!” 
It can also be a verb: “It’s 
snowing again!”
Or, it can be an adjective: 




Just when we had become numb to the beauty of the snow, God allowed us more snow to 
admire. 
In fact, the snowfall seems endless.
But maybe it’s too early to complain. 
He will grant us the joy of witnessing different colors of the nature (other than white) 
when the time comes. 
Maybe He will even shine the warm cozy sunrays upon us when the time comes. 




Photo by Hani Yang






Who’s happy now? 
Part II






Bring on the Robber Barons!
On January 21,  2010, 
American democracy came 
under attack. Or so President 
Obama and a slew of media 
voices would have us believe.
The  Supreme  Cour t ’s 
ruling on campaign finance 
in Citizens United v. FEC 
“ s t r i k e s  a t  d e m o c r a c y 
itself,” Barack Obama said. 
And Newsweek columnist 
Jonathan Alter said the ruling 
would lead to “the greatest 
accumulation of corporate 
power since the age of the 
robber barons.”
A r e  t h e y  r i g h t ?   D o 
we stand at the edge of a 
corporate dictatorship?  Not 
quite.
Before this ruling, it was 
illegal for corporations–even 
political non-profits like the 
ACLU–to donate money to 
political candidates in federal 
elections.  These groups were 
also banned from using their 
money to fund independent 
TV or radio ads encouraging 
people to vote a certain 
way in the 60 days before a 
general election.
That’s all well and good, 
but there were huge loopholes 
in the law.  All those annoying 
ads telling you to “Call John 
Smith and tell him it’s time 
to stop hiding from Iowans” 
are perfectly fine as long 
as the ad doesn’t actually 
tell Iowans to vote against 
John Smith.  Corporations 
could also donate without 
limit (and anonymously) to 
trade associations and so-
called 527 groups, which 
ran their own disingenuous 
ad campaigns.  Corporations 
spent over a billion dollars in 
the 2008 campaign.
S o  r e a l l y,  t h i s  n e w 
r u l i n g  d o e s n ’ t  c h a n g e 
much.  Corporations, trade 
associations and unions are 
still banned from contributing 
directly to candidates.  But 
these groups can now spend 
as  much money as  they 
want on campaign ads that 
explicitly tell you not to vote 
for John Smith.
In short, they used to have 
to be sneaky about it.  Now 
they can be blatant about it if 
they want to.
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y,  t h e 
decision is tough to criticize. 
T h e  F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t 
protects both free speech and 
free association.  That’s hard 
to square with laws against 
free speech for certain free 
associations.
Now that the Court has 
spoken, Congress should 
abandon its vain quest to 
control campaign advertising. 
Instead, Congress should 
r equ i r e  co rpora t ions  to 
d i s c l o s e  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l 
spending, and to allow their 
shareholders  to  vote  on 
whether to spend profits on 
political advocacy.  That 
way, every member of the 
corporate “free associations” 
would have her proper say.
In the meantime, let’s 
r e m e m b e r  t h e  s t o r y  o f 
the boy who cried “Dead 
democracy!” and thank God 
that we live in the 19th least-
corrupt country on the planet.
I remember when I was a 
freshman that a student who 
works in the library played a 
joke on me. This person sent 
me an email from the library 
email address saying that they 
were looking for opinions on 
whether they should continue 
the inter-library loan service. 
The shock of imagining 
life here without inter-library 
loan really brought home to 
me just how important the li-
brary is to college education. 
I embarassed myself by writ-
ing a passionate, long email 
back about how much I value 
inter-library loan. (I’m sure 
the library staff enjoyed how 
I fell for the joke.) I even said 
I would consider transfering if 
we no longer had that service.
I’ve always felt a sort of 
reverence for the library since 
then – realizing, from how 
that joke forced to me to think 
about the opposite, that even if 
all the professors were gone, a 
motivated student could still 
get an education here as long 
as the library remained top-
notch.    But a few weeks 
ago I ran into someone in the 
library who was a senior and 
– had never been there before. 
We all have friends who think 
the library is really a video 
rental store. And many of us 
just use it as a good place to 
study.
Our library is actually a re-
ally decent place to get books. 
I’m not just being cute. I se-
riously think you owe it to 
yourself, your parents, your 
professors, and your future em-
ployers and friends to use the 
library for books. College isn’t 
primarily about being talked 
at in classes and scratching in-
nocent paper in exchange for 
a degree. It’s primarily about 
being exposed to a kind of life 
which is symbolized by the li-
brary above everything else – 
the life of the mind.
Give it a try this week. 
Check out a book from the 
library. Just browse it for the 
interesting parts. Dip into the 
tremendous bowl of intellec-
tual punch while you still can; 
get at least a little intoxicated 
(by ideas) before you graduate. 
What is the 
library for?
There's a moment of deci-
sion that every college student 
will encounter. This potential 
“coming-of-age” varies from 
one person to the next, but it 
is in these moments that stu-
dents choose whether or not to 
be vulnerable and proactive. 
(Both are good, necessary 
things. Only one is scary.) An 
opportunity might present it-
self and, in order to take it on, 
we must change ourselves. 
The moment I’m speaking of 
is a challenge. Saying yes in-
volves risking failure. Saying 
no is safe. Most students say 
no, but thanks anyway.  
Whether that first plunge is 
a "success" or not is largely 
irrelevant. The outcome is 
secondary to the personal af-
firmation that points a fin-
ger and says, “This is what I 
want.” This decision is fol-
lowed by several other plung-
es and, like all of our deci-
sions—but to a lesser degree 
perhaps, they are an answer to 
our daily questioning of our-
selves regarding what kind of 
people we want to be. How 
will we live out the few, elu-
sive notions that we believe 
to be good? How do we keep 
from dismissing ourselves 
from four years at an academ-
ic institution?
As I understand it, those that 
do not regularly answer these 
questions continue their lives 
unhindered, and unburdened; 
they convince themselves that 
they are interested in what 
their friends are doing and act 
as supportive bystanders, tell-
ing themselves that they hold 
no capacity in themselves to 
draw activity from—that they 
have no interest in this place. 
They do not develop their 
self-confidence or recognize 
their capabilities and, perhaps 
most importantly, do not ask 
questions. (Even worse—
they learn to ask questions in 
which they criticize instead of 
being critical.) 
The people that do ask 
those questions always, al-
ways, always regret that it 
took them so long to actively 
respond and start exploring 
what they want. They ques-
tion why they waited un-
til halfway through junior 
year before their functioning 
selves had arrived. Semesters 
end at a frenetic rate. And it’s 
difficult to make that deci-
sion without first establishing 
an entourage for honest sup-
port before putting ourselves 
out on the stage. That support 
is critical, in both senses of 
the word. Our friends should 
inspire us to live like the 
people we want to be. They 
should be able to acknowl-
edge and build up our limi-
tations. In return, we should 
strive to be capable and ac-
tive, that they might be proud 
to say—on this small campus 
of ours—that they are friends 
with us. And who are we? 
Who are we?
  Deciding when to arrive
If the happy housewife was 
something to be sixty years 
ago, the happy hooker is some-
thing to be today. The hooker 
is today’s hero, and culture 
would like us to believe that 
acting and looking like one is 
somehow empowering and lib-
erating.
Take, for example, a study 
done by the University of Min-
nesota in which over a thousand 
sexually active young men and 
women were surveyed. The re-
search found the “psychologi-
cal well-being” of young men 
and women to be the same 
across the board - whether 
their relationships were casual 
or committed didn’t matter. 
The study concluded that 
having casual sex won’t emo-
tionally scar you for life.
But the average age of those 
surveyed was twenty-one. Our 
brains don’t reach full cogni-
tive maturity until our mid-
twenties, meaning we aren’t 
quick to think about the long-
term consequences of our cur-
rent actions.
Hooking up is an example 
of instant gratification at its 
finest, and in many places, it’s 
socially acceptable. 
Therefore, we have the op-
tion of settling for lesser re-
lationships  - they apparently 
won’t scar us for life.
Or, we can look for some-
thing better – and not worry 
about the suitcase we’ll need to 
carry all of our emotional bag-
gage that we’re not supposed 
to have.
That happy hooker ideal 
is not so ideal after all – but 
women are falling for it.
Therefore, although women 
may not be as confined in the 
working world anymore, many 
of our relationships are getting 
pressed up against a glass ceil-
ing, unable to make any ad-
vancement. 
In the past, when women 
were offered nothing but te-
dious jobs, they rallied against 
the oppression in an attempt 
to get women in the corner of-
fice - to have more opportuni-
ties opened to them for the ad-
vancement of their careers. 
Why don’t we demand bet-
ter relationships? 




Guest Writer A look at Dordt’s young talent in athletics
Diamond sports writer Derek Buteyn goes the extra mile 
to ask Dordt athletes the tough questions
Standing 6’4”, freshman 
Trevor Wolterstorff has the 
skill to match his size on the 
basketball court.
As a starting guard for 
the Defenders, Wolterstorff 
is an asset to the team both 
offensively and defensive-
ly.   Averaging 15.7 points 
and six rebounds per game, 
Wolterstorff is nothing short 
of a threat to other teams.
On February 3 against 
Briar Cliff, Woltersorff led 
the team scoring with 25 
points and pulled down his 
average six rebounds.
“He had a great high 
school career,” said coach 
Ross Douma, “and he’s 
handled the high expecta-
tions of coming to Dordt ex-
tremely well.”
As a freshman, Wolter-
storff transitioned well into 
a starting position for var-
sity.
 “I was lucky to have 
such great leaders on this 
team, which helped tremen-
dously in the transition pro-
cess into the college game,” 
said Wolterstorff.  
He has undoubtedly 
worked well with the team.
 “The upper classman real-
ize his importance to the team 
and have allowed him to take 
his role,” said Douma, “and 
Trevor has complimented 
that well with his humble per-
sonality.”  
The Defenders have high 
hopes for Wolterstorff in the 
years to come. “He will take 
on a more active roll in terms 
of leadership,” said Douma. 
Stacy Bervig
Staff Writer
What is your most 
memorable moment in 
sports? 
Breaking the school re-
cord at Nationals in the 
4x800m my sophomore 
year.
What is your favorite 
part about track?
The people–my team-
mates. Also, I like the 
time right before the race. 
I’m just ready to run. I 
like competing against 
the other people. 
Do you have any 
superstitions? 
No superstitions, but I do 
have quite a routine that 
I follow. I jog for eight 
minutes, stretch, do some 
lead ups, check in, put 
my spikes on, and then 
do some strides. 
What are your goals for the 
season? 
Make it to indoor and outdoor 
Nationals again, and meet or 
break my PR in the 800.
How do you stay focused 
between races? 
I usually don’t think about 
the race until two hours be-
fore. I just hang out, eat, 
and get some extra carbs.
What is your favorite 
time or place to run?
If I get enough sleep, then 
I like to run in the morning 
in the country where it’s re-
ally quiet.
What is the most played 
song on your iPod?
I don’t have an iPod—I 
like the birds and the wind. 
What is your “Breakfast 
of Champions”? 
Peanut butter sandwich, a 
banana, and a peanut butter 
bar the Commons makes. 
     Sierra Zomer is a senior from Corsica, South Dakota.  Majoring in Elementary Education 
and Physical Education, Zomer would also like to coach basketball ad track one day.  She runs 
cross-country, and right now she’s doing the 600m, 800m, 4x400m and 4x800m relays for the 
Defender track and field team.
Dordt’s men rank in the mid-
dle of the Great Plains Athletic 
Conference, and after struggling 
through the midway portion of 
the season, the Defenders start-
ed to win again. 
A big home game against 
Northwestern on January 30 
capped a five-game winning 
streak. 
“[The Northwestern] game 
was a fun atmosphere,” said 
Douma. “We had a good start 
and played physical.” 
Northwestern kept up for 
most of the game, but a De-
fender surge with seven minutes 
left on the clock proved to be the 
difference in Dordt’s 78-70 win. 
Next on the schedule was the 
Briar Cliff team, which is sitting 
ahead of both Dordt and North-
western in GPAC rankings. 
A slow first half forced Dou-
ma’s troops to fight their way 
out of a 12-point deficit.  They 
were within a single point at the 
buzzer, but the final shot didn’t 
fall, which left Dordt with a 75-
76 loss.
With only two weeks left in 
the regular season, Coach Dou-
ma wants his men to continue to 
prove themselves in the stand-
ings. 
“We want to peak at the right 
time,” he said. 
The highly regarded wom-
en’s Briar Cliff team also came 
to the De Witt gymnasium on 
Feb. 2, ranked #4 in the GPAC.
According to Coach Stiems-
ma, Briar Cliff has one of the 
best teams in the nation, and the 
leading scorer in the country. 
Still, the Defenders led most 
of the game. 
Unfortunately, Briar Cliff 
tied the game with a shot at the 
buzzer and went on to win in 
overtime. 
 “We executed our game plan 
well and we had chances to fin-
ish them off, but we couldn’t get 
it done,” Steimsma said.
 The women also sit in the 
middle of GPAC rankings with a 
record of 14-12, in a season that 
has been highlighted by good 
wins mixed with tough losses. 
Despite disappointing results 
over the last week and a half, 
the women hope to continue to 
play well together, one game at 
a time. 
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Basketball teams face tough conference opponents
Michael Eekhoff goes up for the basket in a home game against 
Northwestern. The men went on to win, 78-70. Photo by Kelly Cooke
Photo by Kelly Cooke
photo by Kelly Cooke
fine arts. page 711 February 2010
Five students are perform-
ing their “senior” recitals this 
semester as a part of Dordt’s 
music major curriculum.
Nathan Schaap was the first 
of the five performers. 
“Technically, since I am a 
junior this was just a half-re-
cital,” Schaap said. 
He’s not a music major 
but made the decision to do a 
junior recital.  With the help 
and encouragement from his 
voice instructor, Deb Vogel, 
he started his preparations for 
the recital last year.
“A senior recital typically 
includes a lot more songs and 
takes place in the evening,” 
Schaap said. 
But last week Friday after-
noon, around 70 people gath-
ered in the B.J. Haan to hear 
Other upcoming recitals this semester:
Amanda Stout (piano) and Jander Talen (trombone)
Wednesday, April 14 at 7:30 pm
Susan LeMahieu (clarinet)
Friday, April 23 at 7:30 pm
John Rutgers (trombone)
Thursday, May 6 at 4:00 pm
When you win one, it’s hard 
to say no.
After Dordt graphic design 
students took home the hon-
or of creating the new Iowa 
eHealth logo, they know they 
can handle their new competi-
tion: designing a postcard for 
the North American Coalition 
for Christian Admissions Pro-
fessionals (NACCAP).
The postcard will be sent to 
high school students as an invi-
tation to Christian College fairs 
sponsored by the NACCAP.
The art department, specifi-
cally graphic designers, have 
entered such competitions in 
previous years, such as a logo-
designing contest for the Coun-
cil for Christian Colleges and 
Universities.  
 “We had some very fine de-
signs, but did not win,” Versluis 
said. “It’s tough competition.”
 But the department does not 
enter such contests very often. 
“Having two competitions in 
one year…that’s unusual,” Ver-
sluis said. “We usually do pro 
bono work.”
This project was suggested 
to Versluis by head of admis-
sions Quentin Van Essen, who 
has served on the NACCAP 
board.
The Graphics III class did 
the eHealth logo; Versluis gave 
the project to the Graphics II 
class this time. 
 “This is a new experience 
for them,” Versluis said.
“I think the new graphic de-
sign contest is a great opportu-
nity for our Graphics II class,” 
Carrie Goff, one of the design-
ers, said. “It gives us a chance 
to see our work within the 
context of others, and to find 
out what a customer is look-
ing for—what ideas are good 
and which ones need improve-
ment.”
The new project is not as 
extensive as the Iowa eHealth 
project, but it is up against 
many more entries.
There are over 100 colleges 
in the NACCAP, and all of their 
students are welcome to join 
the competition. On top of that, 
each student may submit up to 
three designs.
Versluis expects that all 14 of 
his Graphics II students, as well 
as a group from the Dordt chap-
ter of the AIGA–the American 
Institute of Graphic Arts–will 
submit three entries each.
The designs are due March 
15.
his baritone voice. 
Schaap performed nine 
songs from time periods rang-
ing from the 1800s to the late 
1990s. He was accompanied 
by Corinne Campbell and Mi-
chon Gritters. 
The recital, divided into 
three parts, consisted of a vari-
ety of songs, including classic 
Italian pieces and Broadway 
musical pieces. 
The recital even included 
a song complete with a coun-
try western accent and some 
smooth dance moves. 
Not all of Schaap’s pieces 
were from his studies at Dordt. 
Two of the songs he sang 
during his high school career. 
One he perfomed as the lead 
character in the musical South 
Pacific and the other, “The 
Lord’s Prayer,” he sang at his 
high school graduation.
Ryan Bingham feels more at 
home in the air than in any one 
place he’s ever called home.  
A leading character in Up 
in the Air, Bingham (George 
Clooney) works for a compa-
ny that sends him all over the 
country doing the 
dirty work of bosses 
who don’t want to 
do their own firing 
or “letting go,” as  is 
the rehearsed line.
He insists that his 
job is to help people 
transition, and he’s 
supposed to be their 
shoulder to cry on 
once they’re “let 
go.” But Bingham 
never sticks around 
long enough to be 




tious college grad 
named Nataliepro-
poses the idea of in-




way of life is threat-
ened by her new approach. 
Another unlikely wrench 
thrown into Bingham’s fast and 
loose lifestyle is a fiery blonde 
businesswoman named Alex, 
who he meets in his travels. 
What begins as a perfect, no-
strings-attached relationship 
between Bingham and Alex 
becomes a surprise for him. He 
finds a relationship unlike any 
he’s ever experienced before. 
It’s a relationship he actually 
wants to keep returning to. 
The relationship Bingham 
has with these two women 
and where they take him is the 
real story here.  People begin 
to matter to him in a way they 
never have before.
Writer/director Jason Re-
itman has created an under-
statedly realistic portrayal of 
relationships between three 
incredibly genuine characters, 
making this film easy not only 
to enjoy but to get lost in.  Don’t 
be surprised if you see yourself 
in one of these people, or even 








Clooney’s embodiment of 
Bingham was a refreshing con-
trast to his superstar roles.  The 
honesty and vulnerability of his 
performance invites a likability 
that encourages us to bear with 
his character.  
Anna Kendrick is electric 
as the bright-eyed ambitious 
youngster Natalie with agoniz-




acter and both are 
perfect vehicles for 
forcing the other to 
see things differ-
ently.
Vera Farmiga is 
perfect as Alex, the 
on-and-off again 
mirror image of 
Bingham’s playboy 
lifestyle and unin-
tentional source of 
his soul-searching. 
 Her staccato 
presence is sharp 
and fast-paced, 
keeping Bingham 
and the audience on 
their toes, creating 
colorful intervals 
throughout the film.
This film weaves 
together these peo-
ple, among others, to show the 
importance of connections.  
Your life is not your own.
No man is an island.  
Not only are you affected 
by other people, but you affect 
them too, in ways you’d never 
imagine.
Reveiw:
Realistic relationships central to ‘Up in the Air’
Graphics II class gets a turn 
at competition










“How can you even believe 
that the Bible as it now stands 
contains an ounce of truth?”
It’s 2 a.m. at Oxford.  Four 
of us are sitting around the 
wooden dining room table, 
staring at each other over cups 
of tea and light conversation. 
Well, the conversation had 
been light, until Rob brought 
up this topic.  It was then 
that Emily had stomped out 
of the room, and Rob started 
climbing onto the sofa as Abbi 
tried to formulate an answer to 
his question.
“Well, the text was written 
in a different language—“ she 
begins.
“Exactly!” says Rob, 
pointing a finger at her teacup. 
“So how do we know that the 
original meaning is the same? 
Words lose meaning through 
varying translations—“
“Yes, but it’s still the Word 
of God—“ Abbi says.
“Literal or figurative?” Rob 
says quickly.
I shake my head and take a 
sip of tea.  A typical night at the 
Vines residence.  Here, there 
is no talk of Kuyper or Calvin 
or “every square inch.”  Here, 
we discuss the validity of the 
modern-day Christian church 
and the Christian response to 
homosexuality.
Initially, I was shocked 
at how much and how often 
my housemates seemed to 
question Christianity.  After 
all, didn’t we all attend 
Christian colleges and 
understand what beliefs SCIO 
(Scholarship and Christianity 
in Oxford) stood by?  Why did 
we need to discuss whether or 
not Christianity was valid?
For the first time in 
three years, however, I am 
beginning to truly evaluate 
what I believe.  My closest 
SCIO friends are High 
Anglican, Baptist, Methodist, 
Catholic, non-denominational, 
and—horror of horrors—
agnostic.  I attend lecture 
series where Christianity is 
considered to be a myth and 
where transhumanism—the 
idea that humans can halt 
the physical aging process 
through evolutionary, rational 
thought—is highly accepted. 
Clearly, I am not at Dordt 
anymore.
“The problem with 
Christian colleges is that we 
become complacent,” one of 
my SCIO friends told me. 
“We get too used to thinking 
that everyone believes as we 
do and we forget to think on 
our own.”
I feel that this is especially 
true at Dordt, one of the hubs 
of CRC-dom.  We students 
are passively fed information 
by well-meaning professors, 
but we hardly bother to think 
about what we are learning. 
We go to chapel, GIFT, and 
Praise and Worship.  But how 
often do we go to Sioux Falls 
University to listen to an open 
forum on evolution?  How 
often do we read about the 
present-day secular criticism 
of Christianity?
If I have learned anything 
so far at Oxford, it is that 
Christians must be active 
participants in the intellectual 
world.  Belief in Christianity 
is already seen as largely a 
laughing matter to the rest 
of humanity; we are just 
perpetuating that by not fully 
understanding what we so 
avidly preach.  So, when I talk 
to the SCIO leaders and other 
Christians about religion, I 
listen closely.  There is no 
shortage of passive Christians, 
and I don’t want to add my 
name to that burgeoning list.
Late-night debates about 
faith are part of my favourite 
moments about my Oxford 
experience.  I can handle 
Rob’s questions about religion 
if I know that I will emerge 
with a stronger conviction of 
my faith.
The topic: Time
I wrote this at 2:57 AM.
OVERRATED: Why is time overrated? Hope you have time 
to read these.
 •  Time bombs are proof that time is extremely 
dangerous.
 • Is there anything worse than changing your clock 
an hour forward for daylight savings? No. There is nothing in 
the world worse than that. 
 • FACT! Time is the leading cause of aging.
 • Sundials. Do I need to explain? Ok. All they do is 
dangerously jut out from what would be a nice table. And 
they don’t even work when it’s cloudy!
 • TIME OUT! Time’s a wastin’, and I need to buy 
some time. I’ll just say “time” a bunch of times to kill some 
time. I do that from time to time.
UNDERRATED: Why is time underrated? Just in the nick 
of…you get it.
 • Time can fly. It’s pretty much a superhero (came up 
with this in 2.4 seconds).
 • It’s a good magazine (.17 seconds for this one).
 • FACT! Time actually does heal all wounds. Just 
the other day, I nicked myself shaving and started to bleed. 
I rubbed my watch on the cut, and I’m alive today to tell the 
story.
 • QUESTION! Without time, how could you play 
hide and seek?
 • Thyme is a good source of iron and is widely used 
in cooking…wait a minute.
I conclude that time is UNDERRATED. Time has been around 
since time began; it’s really stood the test of time. So I think 
it’s time that time get the credit it deserves.
mdiv.calvinseminary.edu
At Calvin Theological Seminary we are deeply invested in the 
personal and spiritual formation of every student. Rooted in 
Reformed theology, our program is designed for developing 
pastors and nurtures the individual growth and development 
essential to this important calling. 
We like to think of the Master of Divinity program as the 
thread that brings all the pieces of a biblical, authentic, 
contextual, and life-changing ministry together. Our new 
M.Div. curriculum integrates these dimensions through 
innovative learning and teaching methods and can be 
customized to ensure a formative and meaningful experience.
by Meghan Aardsma
1. Siouxpreme.
2. Fruited Plain...it's closed on Sunday.
3. Butler's...it’s closed on Sunday.
4. Pizza Ranch...it’s closed on Sunday.
5. Northwestern to steal the Canadian flag back.
6. Your room to watch "Death Race".
7. Denny's for a free Grand Slam--you'd have to  
 lie to tell them it's your birthday.
8. Music building to make him/her play a love   
 song to you.
9. Dordt’s man-made snow hill  to play snroquet.
10. Home to meet the folks.
worst places to take your date on 
Valentines’ Day:
Love is in the air!...as usual around here.  
This February 14, beware of the
Compiled by Mark Bylenga
